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Mr. Beach is principal consultant with the consulting firm Crossborder Energy.  Crossborder
Energy provides intelligence, strategic advice, and economic consulting services on market and
regulatory issues concerning the natural gas and electric industries.  The firm is based in
Berkeley, California, and its practice focuses on the energy markets in California, the western
U.S., Canada, and Mexico.  

Since 1989, Mr. Beach has participated actively in most of the major energy policy debates in
California, including the addition of new natural gas pipeline capacity to serve the state, the
restructuring of the state's gas and electric industries, and a wide range of issues concerning
California's large independent power community.  From 1981 through 1989 he served at the
California Public Utilities Commission, including five years as an advisor to three CPUC
commissioners.  While at the CPUC, he was a key advisor on the CPUC's restructuring of the
natural gas industry in California, and worked extensively on the state's implementation of
PURPA.

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

< Restructuring the Natural Gas and Electric Industries:  consulting and expert testimony
on numerous issues in California's troubled restructuring of the state's electric industry. 
He has testified before the CPUC on transition cost and transmission pricing issues, and
before the FERC on the protocols for California's Independent System Operator.

< Energy Markets:  studies and consultation on the dynamics of natural gas and electric
markets, including the impacts of new pipeline capacity on natural gas prices and of
electric restructuring on wholesale electric prices.

< Qualifying Facility Issues: consulting with QF clients on a broad range of issues
involving independent power facilities in California.  He has negotiated complex QF
contract restructurings with the California electric utilities, and is one of the leading
experts in California on the calculation of avoided cost prices.  Other QF issues on which
he has worked include electric transmission and interconnection issues, property tax
matters, electric standby rates, QF efficiency standards, and natural gas rates for
cogenerators.  Crossborder Energy's QF clients include the full range of QF technologies
operating in California, both fossil-fueled and renewable.

< Pricing Policy in Regulated Industries:  consulting and expert testimony on natural gas
pipeline rates and on marginal cost-based rates for natural and electric distribution
utilities.
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EDUCATION

Mr. Beach holds a B.A. in English and physics from Dartmouth College, and an M.E. in
mechanical engineering from the University of California at Berkeley.  

ACADEMIC HONORS

Graduated from Dartmouth with high honors in physics and honors in English.
Chevron Fellowship, U.C. Berkeley, 1978-79

PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATION

Registered professional engineer in the state of California.

EXPERT WITNESS TESTIMONY  BEFORE TH E CPUC

1. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of Pacific Gas & Electric Company/Pacific Gas
Transmission (I. 88-12-027 — July 15, 1989)

• Competitive and environmental benefits of new natural gas pipeline capacity to
California.

2. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Producer Group (A. 89-
08-024 — November 10, 1989)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Producer Group (A.
89-08-024 — November 30, 1989)

• Natural gas procurement policy; gas cost forecasting.

3. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Producer Group (R. 88-08-018
— December 7, 1989)

• Brokering of interstate pipeline capacity.

4. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Producer Group (A. 90-08-029
— November 1, 1990)

• Natural gas procurement policy; gas cost forecasting; brokerage fees.

5. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Alberta Petroleum Marketing Commission
and the Canadian Producer Group (I. 86-06-005 — December 21, 1990)

• Firm and interruptible rates for noncore natural gas users
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6. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Alberta Petroleum Marketing
Commission (R. 88-08-018 — January 25, 1991)

b. Prepared Responsive Testimony on Behalf of the Alberta Petroleum Marketing
Commission (R. 88-08-018 — March 29, 1991)

• Brokering of interstate pipeline capacity; intrastate transportation policies.

7. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Producer Group (A. 90-08-
029/Phase II — April 17, 1991)

• Natural gas brokerage and transport fees.

8. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of LUZ Partnership Management (A. 91-01-027
— July 15, 1991)

• Natural gas parity rates for cogenerators and solar powerplants.

9. Prepared Joint Testimony of R. Thomas Beach and Dr. Robert B. Weisenmiller on Behalf
of the California Cogeneration Council (I. 89-07-004 — July 15, 1991)

• Avoided cost pricing; use of published natural gas price indices to set avoided
cost prices for qualifying facilities.

10 a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Indicated Expansion Shippers (A.
89-04-033 — October 28, 1991)

 b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Behalf of the Indicated Expansion Shippers
(A. 89-04-0033 — November 26,1991)

• Natural gas pipeline rate design; cost/benefit analysis of rolled-in rates.

11. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Independent Petroleum Association of
Canada (A. 91-04-003 — January 17, 1992)

• Natural gas procurement policy; prudence of past gas purchases.

12 a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
(I.86-06-005/Phase II — June 18, 1992)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
(I. 86-06-005/Phase II — July 2, 1992)

• Long-Run Marginal Cost (LRMC) rate design for natural gas utilities.
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13. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council (A. 92-
10-017 — February 19, 1993)

• Performance-based ratemaking for electric utilities.

14. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the SEGS Projects (C. 93-02-014/A. 93-03-053
— May 21, 1993)

• Natural gas transportation service for wholesale customers.

15 a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers (A. 92-12-043/A. 93-03-038 — June 28, 1993)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony of Behalf of the Canadian Association of
Petroleum Producers (A. 92-12-043/A. 93-03-038 — July 8, 1993)

• Natural gas pipeline rate design issues.

16. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the SEGS Projects (C. 93-05-023 —
November 10, 1993)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Behalf of the SEGS Projects (C. 93-05-023 —
January 10, 1994)

• Utility overcharges for natural gas service; cogeneration parity issues.

17. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the City of Vernon (A. 93-09-006/A. 93-08-
022/A. 93-09-048 — June 17, 1994)

• Natural gas rate design for wholesale customers; retail competition issues.

18. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on Behalf of the SEGS Projects (A. 94-
01-021 — August 5, 1994)

• Natural gas rate design issues; rate parity for solar powerplants.

19. Prepared Direct Testimony on Transition Cost Issues on Behalf of Watson Cogeneration
Company (R. 94-04-031/I. 94-04-032 — December 5, 1994)

• Policy issues concerning the calculation, allocation, and recovery of transition
costs associated with electric industry restructuring.

20. Prepared Direct Testimony on Nuclear Cost Recovery Issues on Behalf of the California
Cogeneration Council (A. 93-12-025/I. 94-02-002 — February 14, 1995)

• Recovery of above-market nuclear plant costs under electric restructuring.
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21. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Sacramento Municipal Utility District (A.
94-11-015 — June 16, 1995)

• Natural gas rate design; unbundled mainline transportation rates.

22. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of Watson Cogeneration Company (A. 95-05-049
— September 11, 1995)

• Incremental Energy Rates; air quality compliance costs.

23. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers (A. 92-12-043/A. 93-03-038/A. 94-05-035/A. 94-06-034/A. 94-09-
056/A. 94-06-044 — January 30, 1996)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Behalf of the Canadian Association of
Petroleum Producers (A. 92-12-043/A. 93-03-038/A. 94-05-035/A. 94-06-
034/A. 94-09-056/A. 94-06-044 — February 28, 1996)

• Natural gas market dynamics; gas pipeline rate design.

24. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council and
Watson Cogeneration Company (A. 96-03-031 — July 12, 1996)

C Natural gas rate design:  parity rates for cogenerators.

25. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the City of Vernon (A. 96-10-038 — August 6,
1997)

C Impacts of a major utility merger on competition in natural gas and electric
markets.

26. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Electricity Generation Coalition
(A. 97-03-002 —  December 18, 1997)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Behalf of the Electricity Generation Coalition
(A. 97-03-002 — January 9, 1998)

C Natural gas rate design for gas-fired electric generators. 

27. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the City of Vernon (A. 97-03-015 — January
16, 1998)

C Natural gas service to Baja, California, Mexico.
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28. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
and Watson Cogeneration Company (A. 98-10-012/A. 98-10-031/A. 98-07-005
— March 4, 1999).

b. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
(A. 98-10-012/A. 98-01-031/A. 98-07-005 — March 15, 1999).

c. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
(A. 98-10-012/A. 98-01-031/A. 98-07-005 — June 25, 1999).

C Natural gas cost allocation and rate design for gas-fired electric generators. 

29. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
and Watson Cogeneration Company (R. 99-11-022 — February 11, 2000).

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
and Watson Cogeneration Company (R. 99-11-022 — March 6, 2000).

c. Prepared Direct Testimony on Line Loss Issues of behalf of the California
Cogeneration Council (R. 99-11-022 — April 28, 2000).

d. Supplemental Direct Testimony in Response to ALJ Cooke’s Request on behalf of
the California Cogeneration Council and Watson Cogeneration Company (R.
99-11-022 — April 28, 2000).

e. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on Line Loss Issues on behalf of the California
Cogeneration Council (R. 99-11-022 — May 8, 2000).

C Market-based, avoided cost pricing for the electric output of gas-fired
cogeneration facilities in the California market; electric line losses.

30. a. Direct Testimony on behalf of the Indicated Electric Generators in Support of
the Comprehensive Gas OII Settlement Agreement for Southern California Gas
Company and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (I. 99-07-003 — May 5, 2000).

b. Rebuttal Testimony in Support of the Comprehensive Settlement Agreement on
behalf of the Indicated Electric Generators (I. 99-07-003 — May 19, 2000).

C Testimony in support of a comprehensive restructuring of natural gas rates and
services on the Southern California Gas Company system.  Natural gas cost
allocation and rate design for gas-fired electric generators. 

31. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on the Cogeneration Gas Allowance on behalf of the
California Cogeneration Council (A. 00-04-002 — September 1, 2000).

b. Prepared Direct Testimony on behalf of Southern Energy California (A. 00-04-
002 — September 1, 2000).

C Natural gas cost allocation and rate design for gas-fired electric generators. 



R. THOMAS BEACH

Principal Consultant Page 7

Crossborder Energy

32. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on behalf of Watson Cogeneration Company (A. 00-
06-032 — September 18, 2000).

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on behalf of Watson Cogeneration Company (A.
00-06-032 — October 6, 2000).

C Rate design for a natural gas “peaking service.” 

33. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on behalf of PG&E National Energy Group &
Calpine Corporation (I. 00-11-002—April 25, 2001).

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on behalf of PG&E National Energy Group &
Calpine Corporation (I. 00-11-002—May 15, 2001).

C Terms and conditions of natural gas service to electric generators; gas
curtailment policies.

34. a. Prepared Direct Testimony on behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
(R. 99-11-022—May 7, 2001).

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony on behalf of the California Cogeneration Council
(R. 99-11-022—May 30, 2001).

C Avoided cost pricing for alternative energy producers in California.

35. Testimony of R. Thomas Beach in Support of the Application of Wild Goose Storage
Inc. (A. 01-06-029—June 18, 2001).

C Consumer benefits from expanded natural gas storage capacity in California.

36. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the County of San
Bernardino (I. 01-06-047—December 14, 2001)

C Reasonableness review of a natural gas utility’s procurement practices and
storage operations.

37. a. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Cogeneration Council (R. 01-10-024—May 31, 2002)

b. Prepared Supplemental Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the
California Cogeneration Council (R. 01-10-024—May 31, 2002)

C Electric procurement policies for California’s electric utilities in the aftermath of
the California energy crisis.

38. a. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Manufacturers & Technology Association (R. 02-01-011—June 6, 2002)

C “Exit fees” for direct access customers in California.
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39. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the County of San
Bernardino (A. 02-02-012 — August 5, 2002)

C General rate case issues for a natural gas utility; reasonableness review of a
natural gas utility’s procurement practices.

40. Prepared Direct Testimony of R.  Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Manufacturers and Technology Association (A.  98-07-003 — February 7, 2003)

C Recovery of past utility procurement costs from direct access customers.
 

41. a. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Cogeneration Council, the California Manufacturers & Technology
Association, Calpine Corporation, and Mirant Americas, Inc. (A 01-10-011
— February 28, 2003)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Cogeneration Council, the California Manufacturers & Technology
Association, Calpine Corporation, and Mirant Americas, Inc. (A 01-10-011
— March 24, 2003)

C Rate design issues for Pacific Gas & Electric’s gas transmission system (Gas
Accord II).

42. a. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Manufacturers & Technology Association; Calpine Corporation; Duke
Energy North America; Mirant Americas, Inc.; Watson Cogeneration
Company; and West Coast Power, Inc. (R. 02-06-041 — March 21, 2003)

b. Prepared Rebuttal Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Manufacturers & Technology Association; Calpine Corporation; Duke
Energy North America; Mirant Americas, Inc.; Watson Cogeneration
Company; and West Coast Power, Inc. (R. 02-06-041 — April 4, 2003)

C Cost allocation of above-market interstate pipeline costs for the California
natural gas utilities.

43. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach and Nancy Rader on behalf of the
California Wind Energy Association (R. 01-10-024 — April 1, 2003)

C Design and implementation of a Renew able Portfolio Standard in California. 

44. a. Prepared Direct Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the California
Cogeneration Council (R. 01-10-024 — June 23, 2003)

b. Prepared Supplemental Testimony of R. Thomas Beach on behalf of the
California Cogeneration Council (R. 01-10-024 — June 29, 2003)
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C Power procurement policies for electric utilities in California. 

EXPERT WITNESS TESTIMONY BEFORE THE NEVADA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

1. Pre-filed Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Nevada Geothermal Industry Council
(Docket No. 97-2001—May 28, 1997)

C Avoided cost pricing for the electric output of geothermal generation  facilities in
Nevada.

2. Prefiled Direct Testimony on Behalf of Nevada Sun-Peak Limited Partnership (Docket
No. 97-6008—September 5, 1997)

3. Pre-filed Direct Testimony on Behalf of the Nevada Geothermal Industry Council
(Docket No. 98-2002 — June 18, 1998)

C Market-based, avoided cost pricing for the electric output of geothermal
generation  facilities in Nevada.

LITIGATION EXPERIENCE

Mr. Beach has been retained as an expert in a variety of civil litigation matters.  His work
has included the preparation of reports on the following topics:

• The calculation of damages in a dispute over the pricing terms of a natural gas
sales contract.

• The valuation of a contract for the purchase of power produced from wind
generators.

• The compliance of cogeneration facilities with the policies and regulations
applicable to Qualifying Facilities (QFs) under PURPA in California.

In several of these matters, Mr. Beach was deposed by opposing counsel.
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